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A TRIBUTE

The book attempts to pay a tribute to the historical entry of Swami Vivekananda on the world stage - on the occasion of the Parliament of Religions 

in Chicago, on this day of September 11, 1893; paving the ways to genesis of the ‘Re-discovery of India’ 

- Her culture, her history, her spirit and her contemporary relevance

The going forth of Vivekananda, marked out by the Master as the heroic soul destined to take the world between his two 
hands and change it, was the first visible sign to the world that India was awake not only to survive but to conquer.

Sri Aurobindo

It is probably true quite generally that in the history of human thinking the most fruitful developments frequently take place 
at those points where two different lines of thought meet.

Werner Heisenberg
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Foreword
The Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Human Resources Development, Government of India has steered a series of national 
and regional level workshops, for launching pilot projects, for creating centres of excellence based on a spirit of inter and intra-institutional 
convergence promoting research, development, innovation (RDI) initiatives.  The idea is to pro-activate and augment a ‘people-centric’ 
course of India’s future growth plans, strategies and development programmes based on clusters of projects executed by IITs and other allied 
institutes. 

Addressing the aforesaid course, the Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur has made a distinctive and forerunning headway for creating 
and initiating a cluster of projects under the ‘Science-Technology & Culture-Heritage Interface’ schema of Government of India. Other IITS 
and Institutes have national importance have also followed.

The present report is one of many to represent the headway. As one of many, it represents the effort to forward the vision of IIT Kharagpur, 
which will serve both as an umbrella to plan, design and activate a ‘people-centric’ ground reality for a cluster of projects.  The vision is 
based on the foundations of Indo-centric theme and an operational-cum-organizational structure of scientific exploration, at the same time. 
These projects represent inter and intra-institutional convergence of research, development, innovation (RDI) initiatives. The vision is called 
‘SANDHI’.  ‘SANDHI’ literally means convergence and confluence. ‘SandHI’ is also the platform of inter-disciplinary and inter-institutional 
assimilation. SandHi is the acronym of ‘Science and Heritage Initiative’’. Under ‘SANDHI’, there are four levels of activity: 

•	 First, a deeper level of philosophical research based on scientific exploration; 

•	 �Secondly, an outward recovery of Indian heritage systems based on the epistemological domain of Indian science and technological 
traditions; 

•	 �Thirdly, a re-positioning of traditional community planning and engineering systems based on the Indian ethos; leading to a fourth and 
demonstrative level, i.e., a pro-active resurrection of traditional knowledge systems of India based on creative economy regeneration and 
marketing in various corners of reality – concerning the people, their economy, their folk and the all-round liveability in the surrounding 
they belong to.
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Exploration through cooperative inquiry and the Team

Constituting a combined Level of two and three, the 2nd year Bachelors of Architecture Students, comprising a vibrant class of 36 students 
have taken up a challenging task of re-evaluating the genesis of Indus Valley Civilization.The present report – PART A is a culmination of the 
tireless effort rendered by the 2nd year batch of 2015-16. It marks the beginning of a research initiative that aims at reaching the deeper and 
the vaster foundations of the ancient civilization in relationship to that of the world.

The present report – PART B is another culmination of a great researched effort rendered by the 2nd year batch of Summer Interns (current 
third year) 2014-15. Their work marks the beginning of a deep research initiative that aims reach the unfathomable interconnections between 
an ancient Vedic period and the periods that followed, i.e., that of the Tirthankaras and particularly,  the times of Gautama the Buddha.

A conclusive note has been forwarded in the end. The note gives a common basis and the linkages in and through all the periods, i.e., the Vedic 
period, the times of the Indus valley Civilisation, and the period when Buddhism flourished. The work done by the students substantiate that 
the three periods are perhaps continuous with the Vedic period as the origin. It is a truth that needs to be further tested and researched. The 
present work has humbly initiated the process. 

Joy Sen

Principal Investigator, SandHI

Projects on ICONOGRAPHY 

September 11, 2015
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India of the ages is not dead nor has She spoken her last creative word; She lives and has still something to do for herself and the human peoples. And 
that which must seek now to awake is not an Anglicized oriental people, docile pupil of the West and doomed to repeat the cycle of the Occident’s success 
and failure, but still the ancient immemorial Shakti recovering Her deepest self, lifting Her head higher toward the supreme source of light and strength 
and turning to discover the complete meaning and a vaster form of her Dharma.

Shri Aurobindo 
Arya: A Philosophical Review (January 1921)

‘The Foundations of Indian culture’

It may be debatable whether material history is the expression of an original idea; but it is an indubitable fact that spiritual history is always so. ‘It 
is of the One existence that yearning hearts speak in diverse ways’ - has said a Vedic seer (RV: 1.164.46); and this is true not only in an abstract way, 
but in a concrete form also. 

Like the mystic Asswattha tree of the Upanishad, [the Bodhi Tree] ‘with its roots above and the branches below’, the Vedic tradition, in a broad sense, 
it stands at the very source of almost all forms of spiritual cults. And the interpretation of this tradition can be attempted with best results if we do 
not place the Vedas on the isolated heights of the past, but with a total (complete) vision of the present retrace our steps to the roots discovering, with a 
penetrating insight, the links at every steps.

Sri Anirvan
Vedic Exegesis

‘The Cultural Heritage of India’, Volume one,
RMIC, Kolkata (2001)
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Foreword: Historical evolution of India
(Based on the works of Swami Vivekananda)

- Joy Sen, Principal Investigator, SandHI

OM TAT SAT
Om Namo Bhagavate Râmakrishnâya

ÎFFõF¶F: õF¶¡FFÜF¶FW — Existence cannot be produced by non-existence.
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The parable of the first altar
Non-existence can never be the cause of what exists. Something cannot come out of nothing. That the law of causation is omnipotent and knows no time or place when it did 
not exist is a doctrine as old as the Aryan race, sung by its ancient poet-seers, formulated by its philosophers, and made the corner-stone upon which the Hindu (Indian) man 
even of today builds his whole scheme of life.

There was an inquisitiveness in the race to start with, which very soon developed into bold analysis, and though, in the first attempt, the work turned out might be like the 
attempts with shaky hands of the future master-sculptor, it very soon gave way to strict science, bold attempts, and startling results.

Its boldness made these men search every brick of their sacrificial altars; scan, cement, and pulverise every word of their scriptures; arrange, re-arrange, doubt, deny, or 
explain the ceremonies. It turned their gods inside out, and assigned only a secondary place to their omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent Creator of the universe, their 
ancestral Father-in-heaven; or threw Him altogether overboard as useless, and started a world-religion without Him with even now the largest following of any religion.

The altars in time and space – where and how?
It evolved the science of geometry from the arrangements of bricks to build various altars, and startled the world with astronomical knowledge that arose from the attempts 
accurately to time their worship and oblations. 

Science of proportions and iconography – explicit?
It made their contribution to the science of mathematics the largest of any race, ancient or modern, and to their knowledge of chemistry, of metallic compounds in medicine, 
their scale of musical notes, their invention of the bow-instruments — (all) of great service in the building of modern European civilisation. 

The Art of Social Engineering  –  evident?
It led them to invent the science of building up the child-mind through shining fables, of which every child in every civilised country learns in a nursery or a school and 
carries an impress through life.

The first bricks…
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Semiotics of the Indus Valley script – any relation?
Behind and before this analytical keenness, covering it as in a velvet sheath, was the other great mental peculiarity of the race — poetic insight. Its religion, its philosophy, its 
history, its ethics, its politics were all inlaid in a flower-bed of poetic imagery — the miracle of language which was called Sanskrit or "perfected", lending itself to expressing 
and manipulating them better than any other tongue. 

The aid of melodious numbers was invoked even to express the hard facts of mathematics.

Evidences of a Twin Vision – if any?
This analytical power and the boldness of poetical visions which urged it onward are the two great internal causes in the make-up of the Hindu (Indian) race. They 
together formed, as it were, the keynote to the national character. This combination is what is always making the race press onwards beyond the senses — the secret of those 
speculations which are like the steel blades the artisans used to manufacture — cutting through bars of iron, yet pliable enough to be easily bent into a circle.

They wrought poetry in silver and gold; the symphony of jewels, the maze of marble wonders, the music of colours, the fine fabrics which belong more to the fairyland of 
dreams than to the real — have back of them thousands of years of working of this national trait.

Arts and sciences, even the realities of domestic life, are covered with a mass of poetical conceptions, which are pressed forward till the sensuous touches the super-sensuous 
and the real gets the rose-hue of the unreal.

The earliest glimpse of the race – where can we position?
The earliest glimpses we have of this race show it already in the possession of this characteristic, as an instrument of some use in its hands. 

Many forms of religion and society must have been left behind in the onward march, before we find the race as depicted in the scriptures, the Vedas……

Swami Vivekananda
Historical Evolution of India



To establish a scientific correlation between 2-D Ecologic footprints and 3-D built formations in Indian architecture
To establish linkage between iconography representation of Pre-Buddhist/ Vedic and Buddhist periods 

Introduction
Indian architectural traditions are synonymous with Indian cosmic traditions having 

footprints in user's charts and cosmological models as an imprint. The relations are 

complementarities between Indian building physics and the metaphysics of shape 

grammars. These relations lead to a footprint derived from the macrocosmic model 

imprinted on the user or the microcosmic representation (both the deity and the devotee 

as one).

At the second stage, the project LBV attempts to establish linkages between 

iconographic re-interpretation of architecture and engineering patterns of Vedic and 

Buddhist periods based on various start points of Indian history (see Figure 2). Basic 

literature review and start up analyses have been initiated till date for:

1. Identification of underlying common patterns: built-forms; shape grammar; 

principles of design; styles and continuity embedded in the two layers

2. Earmarking a methodology to establish the continuity

3. Re-interpretation of Indian history of science linking the two period of remote 

antiquity 

...the way of practising this samādhi is not singular and its actual method of 

cultivation depends upon the functioning of the mind and mental concomitants 

(citta-caitta pravftti) of each living being (mahat).

- Mahayana Sutra of the Foremost Shurangama at the Crown of the Great Buddha

...the word “Chaitya Purusha” for the “Psychic being”…it is the direct portion of 

the Divine in the human and it is also the being that is behind the Chitta.

- Sri Aurobindo: Conversations

...what is the solution of the Vedantist? His solution is that, just as the Sankhyas 

say, it requires some sentient Being (Chaitya) as the motive power behind, which 

makes the mind think and Nature work..

- Swami Vivekananda: The Free soul

...then the Chaitya (the Principle of sentiency) who is the Kshetrajna (the Knower of the Field as Jiva) 

enters and the Cosmic Being wakes up.

- Kapilopadesha in (Bhagabat Puarana) English by Swami Tapasyananda of Advaita Ashrama

Figure 1: 4 step cybernetics based inquiries for establishing 

2D – 3D linkages of iconography

Figure 2: Establishing linkage between iconographic traditions of Vedic and Buddhist periods: Template Approach

Research Objectives and
Methodology
Initially there are three major steps to trace the ontological connections of 'being' and 

'becoming' to satisfy Project BCW:

1. To scan a set of architectural prototypes like a) Vedic Mandala and Temple ratha 

and vimana; b) Buddhist Mandala and Stupa; and pattern of) Archetype trees-

related anthropometrics and the making of Sikharas and so on.

2. To document  the cardinal footprints, ecological footprints, built-environmental 

footprints, and solar orientation footprints of the 3D object under study with 

constructs of 2D inputs (physical, ritual, mythical, cosmic attributes) 

representing the design hierarchy/ layers/ holarchy (if any) [Application of orders/ 

syntax/ algorithms of Cybernetics – I, II, III and IV] as per a four step process (see 

below). Cybernetics is a working philosophical matrix of design philosophy, 

design logic and algorithm, and design dynamics.

3. To develop working models of relationship between the two to arrive at response-

to-stimuli epistemology [Environment-behavior complementarities under some 

applied Indian and global behavior mechanism studies like generosity, 

meditation, and altruism]

Physical

Cartesian

Cybernetics I

Mental

Habitual

Cybernetics II

Cognitive

Mythical

Cybernetics III

Cosmological

All-pervasive

Cybernetics IV
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Indus Valley Civilization: A starting point  orContinuity of an old order?
A synoptic collation of works by 6 research groups: B. Arch 2nd year 2015-16

Part - A
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1

The earliest traces of civilization in the world are found to be in places along, or close to the Indus River which 
would have existed around 3000 BCE or even before. Excavations show that the cities of Harappa and Mohanjo-
daro, which existed then, had some kind of centralised state, and certainly fairly extensive town planning and 
buildings made of same size burnt bricks.

The most striking feature of the Indus Valley Civilization is that they have constructed their drainage system 
on very scientific lines. The drainage system of Mohan-jo-daro is so elaborate that “the like of which has not 
yet been found anywhere in the world in any other city of the same antiquity.” The drainage system and drains 
were covered with bricks or stones and were provided with inspection traps and main holes at regular intervals 
for inspection.

Thus, from the information gathered we can conclude that the Indus Valley people had a merchant class that, 
evidence suggests, engaged in extensive trading and skilled craftsmanship. All their houses are of almost same 
size which shows the existence of democratic society. Idols found depict the existence of some religion but no 
sign of any king or emperor is still found. The Indus valley cities explored in the excavations are in fairly good 
condition which clearly depicts that there were no wars or battles and hence, they were living a very peaceful 
life filled with cultural prosperity.

The Dawn of India Architecture
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2

The Mehrgarh civilisation was a pre-Indus valley civilisation starting around 7500 BCEin northwest Indian 
Subcontinent. It was found by Archaeologists Jean-Francois Jarrige and Catherine Jarrige .This study looks 
into the aspects of this civilisation which existed around 7500-2500 BCE and had a huge population of 25000 
people.

Authors have tried to get an overview of various aspects of life in this civilisation. The study include the location, 
discovery period, early influence and advancement in science, architecture, occupation and artefacts. After a 
thorough literature review, it was observed that this civilisation had made considerable advances in various 
fields. People ofMehrgarh had found cotton, their housing was well organised, they discovered potter wheel, 
developed the science of dental surgery, etc. Also, the oldest ceramic figurines in South Asia were found at 
Mehrgarh. Thousands of figurines were also found which depicted the spiritual believes of people. Authors have 
divided this period into two sub-periods to describe the occupation during this period. Through this study, 
authors concluded that people knew the importance of organisation and were far more advanced in terms of 
technology and art.

Mehrgarh: 7500 BCE
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3

The Indus valley was a huge civilization,which definitely must not have formed in a day. People must have 
migrated through out the area during te Bronze era. The authors  found out about various evidences like the 
Edakkalcaves, Bhimbetka Rock Shelters and the ruins of Dwaraka which show how the people of the Harappa 
and Mohenjodaro regions lead their lives and how people might have migrated  through various regions. 
During the same period of time,the Mespotamian region had also developed in a similar manner,and had a lot 
of similarities with the Indus valley Civilization not only in the ways of living in the regions but also in social 
and cultural ways .Also,the Aryan invasion  resulted in the downfall of the Indus valley civilization which was 
again followed by  the emergence of Buddhism inn the entire Sub-continent. Thus, the movement  through out 
the region from  before the beginning of the Bronze era to the dispersion after the Aryan Invasion has been 
documented by the authors under “ The Centripetal and Centrifugal movement of the people in the Indus valley 
civilization.”

The Centripetal and Centrifugal movement of the 
people in the Indus valley civilization.
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4

The Indus valley civilization was an ancient civilization located in what is Pakistan and North-West India today, on 
the fertile flood plain of the Indus River and its vicinity. Evidence of religious practices date back approximately 
to 5500 BCE. Farming settlements began around 4000 BCE and around 3000 BCE there appeared the first 
signs of urbanization. By 2600 BCE, dozens of towns and cities had been established.

The evidence suggests that they had a highly developed city life. Many houses had wells and bathrooms as well 
as an elaborate underground drainage system. This cities display a well-planned urbanization system. Use of 
English bond for construction was prominent in the houses. Large granaries were constructed for proper and 
long term storage.

When it comes to architecture, Indus valley civilization influenced many of the later civilizations following it. 
There are speculations that Greek civilization obeyed the Indus valley’s system of placing the citadel at a higher 
altitude than the rest of the city. At the end it can be concluded that these people used their resources very 
efficiently to emerge out as most mature civilization that existed till the date.

Maturity of Indus Valley Civilisation
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5

Several evidences which have been recovered from the  Rakhi-Garhi village of the Hisar district of Haryana 
which overthrows our several previous deductions.  which is a part of the eastern plains of the dry bed of the 
once known Sarasvati River . Over 2378 sites have been excavated along the sides of the Sarasvati River Course. 
The site has the largest cities of the Indus Valley Civilization. Several artefacts like terracotta bricks, jewellery, 
bangles, statues, gold and even skeletons have been found which are over 5000 years old. The recoverd artefacts 
also included thousands of seals with  animals  and human figures embossed on them which were even worn 
around as ornament by the merchants. These new sites also show trends of westward flow of urbanisation 
during that period rather than the false notion of the eastward flow of progress and development. 

The Indus-Saraswati Civilization: A Vedic age of antiquity ?
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6

The religion is an important part of every civilisation or community which helps creating a bond among itself. 
The Indus Valley Civilisation was one of the first civilisation to come up and hence an investigation on its 
religion and the beliefs which prevailed is necessary.          

The archeologist have found very little information about the Indus Valley Civilisation. The few evidences found 
reveal that it had a mammoth range of culture and religious beliefs. Their spirituality and beliefs were as 
civilised and matured as the modern people are known to have. They were well acquainted with the practices of 
yoga and meditation. They had a wide range of seals which they made mainly for their communication and as a 
medium to express their thoughts. These were of great importance to them. The people worshipped the Mother 
Goddess, Pashupati and trees. They worshipped fertility symbols such as round stones and pierced stones. 
They might have also believed in magical rituals, charms and amulets, and so also in spirits and demons. To 
them, buffalo was an animal animal of ultimate importance. All the horned animals were considered as magical 
creatures. This is why they are mostly found in their seals. This was also the time when ‘swastika’ emerged as 
their sacred symbol. They also believed in the flow of energy in the form of life and death. AT its peak around 
2500 B.C.E.,the Indus Valley Civilisation is the oldest civilisation of ancient India. After the decline of Indus 
Civilisation, a new Civilisation grew which was dominated by Aryans and came to be known as Vedic Civilisation. 
The period extended from 1500 B.C.E to 500 B.C.E. 

So it can be concluded that the Indus people didn’t follow a specific religion. Specificity developed years later. 
There are enough evidences which suggest that even after they didn’t follow a particular religion, they did 
worship animals, trees which can be categorised under religious practices.

Who were the Indus valley settlers?
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Tracing interconnections between the Vedic and the Buddhist 
phases of Iconography

A Summer Internship work by interns from the batch of B. Arch 2nd year 2014 - 15

Part - B
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Gautama Buddha was born into a family of the Kshatriya Varna, Son of Queen Maya & King Suddhodana, leader of the Shakya clan. Started with 
the whole lineage from Bhramha, the creator till Gautam Buddha the whole lineage and important persons of clan in Hindu puranas are shown 
clearly. Gautama Buddha as the avatar of Lord Vishnu and here importance of sacred lotus is explained through iconography. The prenominal & 
holy event of the birth of Gautama was not only seen by Asita but by the mother herself also in a dream on one full moon night.

Then moving to philosophical part how everything in life exists in dual nature and evolution of Yin and Yang concept from it and further   
evolution of Chinese IChing Diagram. How rebirth and death are connected and rebirth as a samsara in Buddhist terms is explained through 
endless knot.

Legacy of Gautama Clan
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Kapilavastu is a name of ancient city where Gautama Buddha grew up. This topic starts with the details of formation and destruction of the city 
Kapilavastu. Then it is continued with the details of the great Indian philosopher and sage Kapila who was credited as one of the founders of the 
Samkhya School of philosophy with Kapilavastu. 

The clan formed by the sons of Ikshvaku after voluntary exile from the kingdom was Shakya and its capital was Kapilavsatu. Topic proceeds 
with the details about formation and annexation and also the migration of the Shakya clan. Then the lineage of the Shakyan’s including their 
ancestor’s starting from the lord Brahma and his ten sons or Prajapati’s is brought to focus.

Topic concludes with the details of Chaitya hall’s which are meant to store the Relics of people worth of worship and the ten Chaitya halls in 
which ten parts of Buddha relics are stored for worship.

Legacy of Kapilavastu
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The first slide describes the meaning of the word “Siddhartha” and it is relation with seed and life. The second slide describes the “The wheel 
of the year” which is the states of nature, man and agriculture. The third slide describes scientific evidences of Rebirth. The fourth slide focuses 
on the word “Rebirth” in Greek mythology with it is relation to word “Siddhartha”. The fifth slide relates the climate of Indian and Greek and 
the relation is based on cycle of rebirth. The sixth slide focuses on iconography of Mesoamerica and also has a description of Mesoamerica corn 
gods. The seventh slide describes the sacred agriculture in India.

Legacy of Siddhartha 
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King Suddhodana was the leader of the Shakya people, who lived in Kapilvastu. He was the son of King Sihahanu and was married to Queen 
Maya. In Buddhist tradition Maya died soon after the birth of Buddha, generally said to be seven days afterwards, and came to life again in a 
Buddhist heaven, a pattern that is said to be followed in the births of all Buddhas. Buddhist tradition also states that the king & queen did not 
had child till 20 years and  before Buddha was born the queen had a holy dream about it on a full moon night.

Legacy of Suddha-odhana
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Asita Often called the Buddhist Simeon. He was a sage and the chaplain of Sddhahanu, father of Suddhodana. According to Buddhaghosa, Asita 
was so-called because of his dark complexion. In the inscriptions found Asita is depicted as a bearded old man sitting on a draped cane stool 
with Buddha in his lap. Asita was the one who foresaw the birth of  Buddha& his death. After assuring the king of his bright future Asita died 
and was born in Arupa world. According to the Lalita Vistara has two versions of Asitas prophecy, one in prose and one in verse, which, in their 
chief details, differ but slightly from the Pali version. Hence evidently creating a confusion in the story of Asita.

Legacy of Sage Asita Devala
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In this topic of discussion of important concepts regarding Bodhisattva has been done. It starts with explaining the meaning of Bodhisattva i.e. 
Enlightenment (Bodhi) Being (Sattva). A being who is well on the way to becoming a Buddha is also considered to be Bodhisattva. In Mahayana 
Buddhism term bodhisattva was primarily used to refer specifically to the Buddha in his former lives the reference of which can be seen in relics 
of Gandhara.

Five major Bodhisattvas (Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva, Tara Bodhisattva, Manjusri Bodhisattva, Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva, Samantabhadra 
Bodhisattva) and their iconography gives us the brief idea of Different Bodhisattvas. The highest expression of Bodhisattva i.e. Vajjrasattva who 
is also Spokesman for the Five DhyaniBuddhas and its iconography are also part of topic.

At the end of the topic correlation of Bodhiasttva with other context such as Rigveda (Atmanomoksharthamjagathitaya cha), Mahopanishada 
(vasudhaivakutumbakam), Christanity (One body many parts) and modern context (Deep Ecology, Gaia Hypothesis) can be observed.

Legacy of Bodhisattva
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Legacy of Hiranya Stupa and Angirasa, tries to bring out the connection and relation between Hiranya Stupa and Angirasa, from the Vedas like 
Rig Veda. Also, the main focus of attention was in Buddhism, as it has many things related to this topic. So There is description the hyms and 
mandalas (“books”) of the Rig Veda where Hiranya Stupa and Angira’s description was found. It was found that Hiranya Stupa was the son of 
Angirasa in the Vedas. Moreover, These words have similar meaning with some other elements of nature like Angirasa sounds similar to Angari 
or Fire, Hiranya sounds like Hira or a Precious metal. On the other hand their Geometrical Symbolism was also compared like Mandala of Stupa 
being round has been compared to the Egg of the Cosmos.

Legacy of Hiranyastupa-Angirasa
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This topic describes the meaning of ANATHAPINDIKA and the significance of eight spoked wheel in Buddhism and Hinduism. The concept 
of Pinda and Brahmanda, The ultimate Micro and Macrocosms are briefly discussed.  After that focus has been concentrated on Gorakhnath 
Philosophy,The evolution of Nath Tradition and the word “Gurkha”. The relation between Vedic, Buddist and Nath philosophies on the 
grounds of vocabulary, nature and significance can be seen in further discussion. Explanation on Tirthankaras and two of the most prominent 
tirthankarasBoudhanath and Neminathgives idea of Tirthankaras. The diagrammatic representation relating different concepts concludes the 
topic.

Kashyapa Buddha-Natha-Anathapindika
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The symbol originates in a natural and universal psychological perception: that the spot one occupies stands at “the centre of the world”. This 
space serves as a microcosm of order because it is known and settled. Outside the boundaries of the microcosm lie foreign realms that, because 
they are unfamiliar or not ordered, represent chaos, death or night. From the centre one may still venture in any of the four cardinal directions, 
make discoveries, and establish new centres  as new realms become known and settled. 

Within the central known universe a specific locale-often a mountain or other elevated place, a spot where earth and sky come closest-gains 
status as centre of the centre, the axis mundi. High mountains are typically regarded as sacred by peoples living near them. Shrines are often 
erected at the summit or base. Because the axis mundi is an idea that unites a number of concrete images, no contradiction exists in regarding 
multiple spots as “the centre of the world”. The symbol can operate in a number of locales at once.  Mount Hermon was regarded as the axis 
mundi in Canaanite tradition, The ancient Greeks regarded several sites as places of earth’s omphalos (navel) stone, notably the oracle at Delphi, 
while still maintaining a belief in a cosmic world tree and in Mount Olympus as the abode of the gods. Judaism has the Temple Mount and Mount 
Sinai, Christianity has the Mount of Olives and Calvary, Islam has Ka’aba, In Hinduism, Mount Kailash is identified with the mythical Mount 
Meru and regarded as the home of Shiva; in Vajrayana Buddhism, Mount Kailash is recognized as the most sacred place where all the dragon 
currents converge and is regarded as the gateway to Shambhala.

Skambha- The Axis Mundi
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Eight auspicious signs or the Ashtamangala, are a sacred suite of Eight Auspicious Signs endemic to a number of Indian religions such as 
Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism. These energetic signatures, point to qualities of enlightened mind stream, but they are the investiture that 
ornaments these enlightened “qualities”. In India Ashtamangala were used at ceremonies such as an investiture or coronation of a king.  In 
Buddhism, these eight symbols of good fortune represent the offerings made by the gods to Shakyamuni Buddha immediately after he gained 
enlightenment.

Eight Auspicious Signs
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Vajra is a powerful weapon used as a ritual object to symbolize both properties of Diamond (indestructibility) and thunderbolt (irresistible force). 
The use of vajra as symbolic and ritual tool spread from India along with Indian religion and culture to other parts of east and southeast asia.in 
Vedic times vajra was wielded by lord Indra from whom Shakyamuni took the vajra weapon and forced its wrathful prongs together, thus forming 
a peaceful Buddhist sceptre with closed prongs. in Vajrayana Buddhism the vajra is representative of upaya, compassion, bliss. (Vajra as a weapon 
kills unrightful people and demons=>removes bad). (Vajra as a ritual element is a symbol of enlightenment =>brings good).

Vajra
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Gautama Buddha was inspirited by the ancient Vedic mythology for the knowledge of an enlightened soul in 3 ways. The first path Patanjali yoga 
signifies connection between Greek & Vedic mythology through an enneagram figure. The second path Kapila’s Shamkhya

Darshan states the idea of duality, the evolution of an individual from Prakriti & Purusha winds up the same way it had originated. The 3rd path 
Buddhiyoga states the idea of Middle path, the bridge between the principals of Gita and Buddhism. Gautama Buddha gave the idea of Nirvana 
and how a soul attains the physiognomy of a human being and how it exits the cycle.

Buddha Enlightenment
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Yoga for the modern world is physical practices by which a person can keep himself fit and healthy. Actual yogic practices are beyond the purpose. 
It is for complete eternal bliss, which takes physical and mental practices. When a person achieves perfect form body then only he can achieve 
truthbody which is the connection with higher spiritualism. Power of yoga is beyond which we might have seen. When we concentrate on the 7 
chakras from root chakra to crown chakra, it creates a flow of energy and an aura of non-dual profundity. It is our own body which is extremely 
powerful of having whole universe in a brain. But that we realise only if we channelize our energy positively inside our body only. No one can 
understand it without feeling it.

Yoga
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The discovery of the Indus valley civilization is at crossroads with the widely popularized ‘Aryan myth’, which is  an import from the West. The suppliers of this import had been 
many - they are Max Muller, Nietzsche, Schopenhauer and the military authority named Adolph Hitler. Their intentions were clear. 

In the treasure house of the Library of Alexandria the ancient knowledge and theories of original Greek homelands could be traceable in Asiatic Anatolia, African Egypt, Asiatic 
Media and the Indian Indus-Saraswati valley. In that Library the earliest Egyptians stored all of that ancient knowledge - the probable source to the later knowledge of Euclid, 
Pythagoras, Heraclitus, Hippocratus, Protogoras, Socrates, Plato and Plotinus. It was unacceptable!! The colonial legacy had to block the ‘Aryan Myth’ of an Out-of-India theory 
after the discovery of the Indo-European systems of language with Sanskrit at its roots. The minds in the West spent months and years to reverse its source, which had to 
be established within the bounds of Western Europe. The Asiatic character and common Oriental heritage that Will Durrant talked in his book was seen as an additional and 
intermediate deterrent! So there had to be other plans!

Many of us know the event of a destruction of the ancient Alexandrian Library. The ancient linkages were put to fire and Rome was invaded the barbarians from North, who 
overtook the Italian peninsula from the ancient Etruscans and the Sabians.

Later in history, the northern invasions continued to wage the war of anti-semiticism1  - the battle against Mediterranean and the East European races. Defying the spirit of 
humanitarian intent, the so called ‘Aryan’ invaders managed to wage two great World wars. Their intentions were to re-establish the colonial one-way myth and sustain, preserve 
and motivate the ‘supremacy of a particular racial standpoint’. 

So, what is truly ‘Aryan’? Peace or Invasion?

Does the colonial ‘Aryan standpoint’ match the message encoded in the Vedas ?

We may soon have the answers. The current report is an initiation.

The Turning of the Tide
A reverse picture of an Aryan cultural migration from Asia to Europe was never considered. It was important that honest protests backed up by in-depth researches had  to be 
initiated. As imperialism began to take a back seat following the great World Wars (1916-45), colonized countries in the underdeveloped world had started to become independent 
one by one. New and reinvigorated researches were encouraged.  Consequentially the voice and aspirations of the many suppressed for centuries had begun to resurface. In India 
particularly, it had taken a very important turn. It was the turning of the tide.

Conclusions

1 A racial discrimination posed on all Semitic races - mainly Jews including all east European races.
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Adding to that tide, there were efforts of renewed realization, recognitions and scholarships. Here are the first and most important ones:

•	�The earliest pointers: It began with Dayananda Saraswati, the founder of the ‘Arya Samaj’ in India. Then it was Swami Vivekananda, who renewed a voice of confidence 
in true spirituality and its probable origin in India through his impact on the Parliament of Religions in Chicago in 1893. This was followed by the deep textual insights 
of Shri Aurobindo2 , presenting to the world the first scientific foundations of the Vedas. Then emerged subsequent scholarly researches by R. Swaminatha Aiyar, B. R. 
Ambedkar, A. L. Basham, Micheal Danino3 , Sujata Nahar, David Frawley4 , George Feurerste5 in  and of late, there are many others.

•	 �Archaeological, art-anthropological and semantic-phonetic evidences: Further discoveries have strengthened the foundations of Indian spirituality and perhaps, Indus 
Valley plays a key role in that.  Seven important evidences can be best forwarded:

1)	� The discovery of the Indus Valley civilization taking Indian history a few thousand years prior to the Buddha and also prior to the archaic beginnings of a European 
Greece at around 600 BCE. Of late, new discoveries of Indus valley sites namely Mehrgarh6 I and II have pushed Indian civilization back to 7000 BCE or even earlier. 
The position of Stupa as a sign of Monastery in 300 BCE coincides with the Hall of Indus valley priests, or perhaps a monastery in 3000 BCE. The principles of yoga 
and meditation are evident and continuous from the Indus valley days, the Vedas to the time of the Buddha and the Tirthankaras.

2)	� The recent satellite imagery reconfirms7 the Indus-Saraswati concentration of ancient settlements and associated evidences have strengthened the possibility of an 
Indian Vedic civilization pre-dating the Indus Valley. Many scholars have contributed to that. Some of them are V. S. Walankar (1987), S. R. Rao (1991-1999), V. N. 
Mishra (1993-1999), S. P. Gupta (1996), B. B. Lal (1999), B. P Radhakrishna and S. S. Mehr (1999), R. S. Bisht of A.S.I (1998) and lastly K. S. Valdiya (2002) of 
Indian Space Research organization. An initial striking observation is on the joint agglomeration of archaeological sites of the Indus valley, the settlements of the Indus-
Saraswati plains and the probable settlements of eastern Indus valley conjunct with the tributaries originating in the upper Kanga valley and the Sivaliks. It provides an 
integrated scape of the greater Indus-Gangetic plain of Indian civilization, marked all through the history of 16 confederations (Mahajanapadas) and evident in ancient 
literature before Gautama the Buddha and Mahavira the Tirthankara.

3)	� Another striking observation is on the joint agglomeration of archaeological sites of the Indus valley, the settlements of the Indus-Saraswati plains and the probable 
settlements8 of Dwaraka and Prabhas of the Mahabharatas confirming a continuous and an inseparable system of settlements  (which have been augmented by further 
evidences of offshore location of under-water settlements in the Gulf of Kutch9  (possible Dwaraka). Some sectors of recent scholarship have attempted to undermine 
the linkages. But a revealing of records of the larger 1935 Yale-Cambridge expedition in the western Narmada and lower Kashmir valleys, prior to India’s independence 
and a re-visit of the works done by the students of ASI in recent years (1995 – 2015) needs to be re-explored in detail and in light of an embed of a multitude of satellite 
and geo-exploratory/ GPR underwater images. Perhaps, the tide shall then re-turn. 

2 ‘Hymns to the Mystic Fire’ and ‘Secret of the Vedas’
3 ‘The Invasion that never was’ (with Sujata Nahar): Auroville Press, Mira Aditi (1996)
4 ‘The Myth of the Aryan Invasion of India’ (New Delhi; 1994)
5 �‘In search of the Cradle of Civilization’ with Prof. Subhas Kak and David Frawley,  Quest Books (1995). Readers are requested to read the 21 

researched arguments against the ‘one-way Myth’ in this book.
6 Courtesy: page 114, National Geographic: Vol. 197, no.6, June 2000 in ‘Indus: Clues to an ancient civilization’
7 Courtesy: page 38, imageries of US Satellite ‘Land Sat’ and French ‘Spot’ imagery in: ‘Desh’ (A Bengali Magazine, July 8, 2000), ABP Ltd.
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4)	� Recent evidences of prehistoric horses in Paleolithic upper Sampo-Tibetian zone10  (north-east India) have challenged an earlier theory of ‘horse import’ from Europe.  
The discovery of Riwoche species of horses in these regions abutting Indo-China borders has opened up new areas of research. French anthropologist Dr. Michel Piessel 
and his team had initiated the work on pre-historic Stone Age paintings of horses found in this part of Tibet (reported by Time Magazine, November 27, 1995). It 
coincides with a certain variety of the Indus UNICORN image that bears some horse-driven unicorn imageries traced later in European Christianity and the Far Eastern 
Autumnal festivals.

5)	� Observations on textual and iconic similarities of Tamil and Greek script have been earlier noted. Similar alphabets are like Π (pi) and Ψ (psi or Russian Zhi) and 
ω (double-u syllables found in ancient traditions of Yahweh11  and that of ancient Dionysian Thrace). Alphabets of ancient India have similar phonetic and semantic 
patterns of European phonetic counterparts (say ‘Ka’ in India and K in Celtic-English). Much of the Indus valley script bears semiotic connections with those in the 
Asia Pacific region. It is a part of the Tatar-Mongoloid branch of migrations, which need to be re-explored.

6)	� Common origins of European and Egyptian Gypsies are evident in northwestern India (South central Asia). The movements of the Indo-European Gypsies to Anatolia 
and Egypt further confirm that they were the forefathers of eastern Europeans in Trans-Sylvania comprising of Romania (Crisana), Austria (Vienna or Vindobana), 
Anatolia (Ankora), Hungary, Bohemia, Bulgaria and probably all areas in Mediterranean Cyclades and mainland Greece. Much of Indus Valley artefacts resonate the 
trends and patterns of Gypsy (Roma) art forms.

7)	� Recent work of Professor Colin Renfrew , researching the puzzle of the Indo-European origins has confirmed a possible hub of the earliest concentrations of Indo-
European cultures not in Europe but in western Asia i.e. Anatolia. He has dated the hub at 7000 B.C. and this matches similar farmstead community settlements 
of Mehrgarh in Indus of a similar period. Renfrew pointed out Eastern Anatolia (present day Turkmenistan or eastern Turkey) as the first cradle. Here the Asiatic 
forefathers (around 6000 BCE) formed the folk-anthropological, linguistic and socio-cultural beginnings that led to further dissemination of Indo-European culture in 
lands further west. Much of the city planning styles that are evident in the Indus valley in terms of its democratic town planning and housing systems recurs in Anatolia, 
later with the Hittites in 2200 BCE, who were also speaking an Indian language system with a Pantheon from the Vedas. The Vedic Swastika resonates everywhere – in 
Indus, in the Sumerian civilization and Anatolia, in Crete and also in Basque region, Iberia. Much of Miletus or Asiatic Greece having the Lydian, the Phrygian, and the 
Lycian Mode are derivatives from the eastern stock.

The present research by the second year batch of B. Arch 2015-16 is a simple initiator of the aforesaid pointers. Who knows, one of them, in the days and years to come may 
pave a way of further fruit-yielding research.

8 Chapter 7 in ‘Saraswati: the river that disappeared’ (2002) by Prof. K. S. Valdiya, ISRO publications, Orient Longman Private Limited.
9 Courtesy: page 39, India Today: ‘The Lost Civilization’ – February 11, 2002 (a fortnightly magazine)
10 Courtesy: ‘Secrets of the Unicorn’ in Metro: The Telegraph, July 24, 2000, in article by JayantaBasu.
11 �This is the earliest name of monotheistic syllabic God (based on vowels like the Vedic AUM) in the Old Testament. In this light, we have to 

remember the beginnings of the Mosaic (Moses) traditions in Egypt.
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